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the possession of sacred prerogatives of power, which he
feared to use in self-defence even against famine, likely
to do homage to a spirit of evil for that which he must
have believed to t>e surely his by gift of God? We
should remember that the report of these temptations, if
trustworthy, must have come to us through Christ him-
self, and that it may probably contain the facts mixed with
his comments upon them. We are perhaps to understand
that he was tempted to do something which on reflection
appeared to him equivalent to an act of homage to the evil
spirit. What then could this be ? It will explain much
that follows in Christ's life, and render the whole story
very complete and consistent, if we suppose that what he
was tempted to do was to employ force in the establish-
ment of his Messianic kingdom. On this hypothesis, the
third temptation arises from the same source as the others ;
the mental struggle is still caused by the question how to
use the supernatural power. Nothing more natural than
that it should occur to Christ that this power was ex-
pressly given to him for the purpose of establishing, in
defiance of all resistance, his everlasting kingdom. He
must have heard from his instructors that the Messiah
was to put all enemies under his feet, and to crush all
opposition by irresistible God-given might. This certainly
was the general expectation; this appeared legibly writ-
* ten in the prophetical books. And, in the sequel, it was
because Christ refused to use his supernatural power in
this way that his countrymen rejected him. It was not
that they expected a king, and that he appeared only as
a teacher; on the contrary, he systematically described
himself as a king. The stumbling-block was this, that,
professing to be a king, he declined to use the weapons

